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NEITHER SHALL THEY LEARN WAR ANY MORE

“And he shall judge amorg many peope, and rebuke sirong nations afar off;
and they shall beat their swords into plowsharesdaheir spears into pruninghooks:
nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, it@éer shall they learn war any more*— Micah 4:3

The world is bracirg for yet anotha Middle Eag corflict
as they repeatedly hear inflammatory rhetoric betwkan
and the United States. Mahmoud Ahmadinejad haseciggt
the world with his increasing nuclear resources] #m
world is not comfortable knowing that a radicahlslist wil
potentially have his fingesn the trigger of a weapon of m
destruction. Both sides are talkin
tough, and historically this kind o
saber rattling has provoked w
Considering mankind’'s pridefu
and aggressive nature, will the
ever be a time whethey shall
learn warno more?

Why Do The People
I maginea Vain Thing?
“Why do the heathefnations]
rage, and the people imagine av
thing? The kings of the earthts
themselves... against the LORLC
(Psalm 2:1,2) Throughout histor
men have tried irvain to bring
about order in the world by for«
World War | was declared by the
Natiors to be “the war to erd all wars” But following it
came the rise of communism, World War Il, the Kor&dar,
the Cold War with the Soviet Union, Viet Nam, Deésgtorm
Afghanistan, and conflicts in Israel, Ireland, GahfAmerica
Bosnia, Angola, Somalia, Argentina, Pakistan, eftc,,etc
And now, the war against worldwide terrorism rages
Imbedded within these conflicts, each camp has teettie
thought that theirs is the just cause, and theilimgyworthy
to be imposed upon their fellow man.

Sculpture: Gift of Soviet Union to United Nations G

resut of a selfproclaimed Christien sociey convinced thet they
were doing God'’s work. While the First World Warswyaging
the following extracts were reported in many nevsa
throughout the world* illustrating this misguidealigious zeal
“Pastor Zoebel, speaking in the great Lutheran afur
in Leipsic, Germany said: ‘...when our guns beatvdo
the children of Satan, and whme
our marvelous submarires
instruments to execute the Digin
vengeance—send to the baito
of the sea thousands of the ron
elect... their sufferings shoutgive
us pleasure; their cries afespai
should not move German hearts
There ought to be no congunise
with hell, no mercy for the servant
of Satan—in other words,on
pity for the English, French, anh
Russians, nor indeed for any natio
that has sold itself to the Devil.”..’
“Pastor Fritz Philippi, of Berlin
from his Protestant pulpit said
‘...Itis really becaue we are pure
that we have been chosen by the
Almighty as His instrumens to punish the enviou, to chastise
the wicked, and to slay with the sword sinful natia. Sata
himself, who has come into the world in the forna gfred
Power [England], must be crushed. On Germany id thé
Divine command to bring about the destruction ofsthwio
are the personification of evil. When this workirgshed..
the kingdom of righteousness will be establishedhen
earth; and the German Empire, which will have ceshtt,
will remain its protector.” *(Evening PostjWellington, Newv

ardens, 1959

Changes in society by coercion will never bring @bo Zealand] 8 March, 1916, vol. XCl, issue 66, p. 13)

lasting peace. Consideommunism in the Soviet Union &

Indeed, these men had imaginedain thing! God mus

the manyholy warsfought by numerous religious systems—certainly have been repulsed by thedin claim that Heis

all failing. Thevain thingspoken of in Psalm 2 is thater
believe they can establish universal peace witttwiPrince

on their side! What a pity that He should in anpse d
the word have been associated with such horror! Amd

of Peaceand his righteous principles ruling in their heartsunfortunately, religious zeal coupled with ignoraris one
The concept of &oly war, such as we see perpetratgd b again terrorizing innocent people on a worldwidalec

the Holy Jihad of Islam is nothing new. During tivee o

This is an example of what happens when therelaslad

World War |, persecution, torture and oppressiorevedso the  knowledge as to the loving character and plansieftae God.
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In thispresent evil worldpowerful, oppressive leaders v
continually arise, indoctrinating hatred. WithohePrince d
Peacethere will always be another Hitler, another birdea
or another Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. But, thank Godrange
nation is about to put an end to tren imaginations of thes
despotic rulers. In God’s Holy Kingdom, Christ wiltign

wills upon others. (Revelation 2:27; 20:1-4) Theii# be no
more power-hungry dictators, for none sHhlirt nor destoy
in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall bddd with tre
knowledge of the LORD as the waters

cover the sea.lsaiah 11:9

The Fifth UniversaIEmpire

A powerful prophetic picture is found
in the dream of Nebuchadnezzar, King
of Babylon. It illustrates the transition
from this present evil worldnto God’s
holy mountainkingdom Because of
Israel’'s unfaithfulness, édook
away the kingdom from His people,
and gave it over, for a time, to this
mighty Gentile emperor. In a dream,
Nebuchadnezzar saw a great image,
the head of which was made of gold,
the breast and the arms of silver, the“j
belly and the thighs of brass, the legs of
iron, and the feet of iron mingled with
miry clay. Daniel 2:36-44; 7:14,17,27 KINGDOM

The Prophet Daniel explained that thigef 7/  \R
great image representdédur universal ¢
Gentile kingdomsvhich would rule over
Israel and the world. Nebuchadnezzar’s
kingdom, Babylon, was represented by
the head of gold‘Thou art that head
of Gold.” Next came the Medo-Persian
empire, represented by the breast and
arms of silver; Greece was represented by the haelliythigh
of brass; and finally came Rome, represented byahsof

iron. An outgrowth of that fourth universal empinas the

Holy Roman Empire, represented by the feet and dbéon

mingled with miry clay. The ten toes of these fegiresented

the ten heads of Europe crowned by papacy.
According to this vision, the period of time durimgnich

- ,,,.f,xraziui"

expired. Thes shal soor give place to their ordaine( successt,
the kingdom of Messiah+the fifth universal empiref earth. But
the last Gentile kingdoms will not give up withaufight, anc
hence, we sespasmf trouble in the earth, spoken of by
prophet Isaiah dsirth pangs “The day of the LORD is at hand
and they shall be afraid: pangs and sams shall take hold
with a rod of ironupon those who impose their unrighteou them; they shall be in pain as a woman that traathil..” (Isaiah

13:6-8) The nations most in harmony with God’s gipreswill
have less of a struggle accepting the new arrangenhamitbhe
more tyrannical, oppressive nations. But, mankingttearn thea

all governments, even the most democratic
fall far short of the perfect righteousness t
be achieved in Christ's peaceable kingdom

Swords I nto Plowshares
Spearsl nto Pruninghooks
Before lasting peace and safety $hal

be established throughout the earth
prophecies tell us that wars will increas
until men’s hearts are humbled enough t
admit that they, with imperfect judgmien
and selfisthearts, will never be success
in their own strength to bring about pe:
Indeed, the Bible foretells that thes
conflicts will build to a climactic clas
between good and evil which shall cha
this selfish, evil world forever. Darlie
prophesied thatThere shall be a timefo

ROME trouble such as never was since theres wa
a nation.” Jesus confirmed this prophec
and added the word¥\o, nor ever shdl
be.” Daniel 12:1; Matthew 24:21

HOLY, This final conflict is that greaBattle
ROMAN'  of Armageddorforetold in Revelation
EMPIRE

“And he gathered them together ing
place called...Armageddon(Revelation
16:16-17) As terrible as this trouble
expected to be, it is comforting to know its lessavill be ©
severe as to make no repetition of them neceskanill truly
bethe war to end all wars!

3% TEN CROWN
““HEADS/OE'EUROPE

The First ArmageddonBattie An lilustration
The lesson of Armageddon was first illustratedhia battle
fought in the Valley of Megiddo. This valley is eat for it

these four universal empires controlled the wodddrmed many ancient battles, and therefore made the badie Divire
the times of the GentilegLuke 21:24) This was to be the Revelation to the Apostle John. (Judges 4 & 5) Ayedalon wil
period of time during which Israel was to be overtd and be the last great global conflict between goodeaildvhere God
made subject to Gentile powers. (Ezekiel 21:25R&gen  truth and righteousness will prevail against theeds of evil.
history has proven that this prophecy is in procegs At the time of the original battle, the Israelitead nean
fulfilment. Indeed, an indication that th&fth and final lost their knowledge and love of the one true Goal.bring
universal kingdonis about to take full control is seen in thethem back into harmony again with him, God chaslelseaé¢
fact that Jerusalem is no longérrodden down of the by permitting their enemies to vanquish them. Then&ni¢
Gentiles.” Truly, the Nation of Israel is a miracle of histbry General, Sisera, having humbled the Israelitesarsthérn Israe
Although it is one of the world’s smallest natioiisias taken for years, started southward with a mighty armytaiming nine
its place as a mighty nation among nations, nevbetpulled  hundred iron chariots. By the time he had gottefansouth a
up out of their land"again! Amos 9:15 the Valley of Megiddo, messengers informed him tBatak

The best and the worst of earth’s nations arélingdoms  a leader among the Israelites, was also leadingriauy of ten



thousaid men southwar. Siseri, mockirg the poorly armed
Israelites, advanced with his army on both sidethefRive
Kishon toward Mount Tabor. The word of the Lordrtteame ¢
General Barak, directing him to advance againsCheaani
army. At the same time, a great storm swelled ithez, rmaking
guagmires of the lower valleys, rendering useléss nire
hundred chariots and horses of Sisera. His soldieeing fa
their lives, were cut down by the Israelites whHeusands fo
others were swept away by flood waters.

This intervention of God on behalf of His peopleais
illustration of the coming Armageddon battle whighl cause

strong holds; Castirg down imagination:, and evewy high
thing that exalteth itself against the knowledg&ofl, ar
bringing into captivity every thought to the obeatie d
Christ.” 2 Corinthians 10:4-5

Note the spirit of our Master when James and Jodomtey
to call down fire from heaven. The Lord forbadenthgayiry
“Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of. FhetSao
of man is not come to destroy men’s lives but t@ shen.
(Luke 9:51-56) This attitude of Christ should bereleped
in all of his disciples. Those whose hearts wilrfeto be s
full of pity for their fellow man find that they wid rathe

all wars to ceaseJust as God provided a miracle to delivedie than kill one single innocent person or evesirttnemies.

His people, so too, the cloudburst of truth andribieg wates
of knowledge will bring to pass this
apocalyptic battle. Shortly thereafter
shall come the blessed deliverance
of the world, when*He maketh the
storm a calm.”(Psalm 107:29) Soon,
the entire present global arrangement
will be replaced by a new government
under Christ's benevolent control—far
superior and more advantageous and
desirable for all. 2 Peter 3:12-14

“F ollow Peace With All Men’

Whereas the Jews were told to slay
their enemies, Christians are told to love
them and to leave the affairs of the world
to the world.“You have heard that it
was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor
and hate your enemy.’ But | say to you,
love your enemies and pray for those
who persecute you...(Matthew 5:43,

44 NAS) Yes, God has been dealing with

the Christian church differently than He

did the Nation of Israel. Israel was under the Lgiwen ©
Moses, in contrast to the church, which is underlitnw of Lo
exemplified in Christ—the Prince of Peace.

Jesus saitiMy kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdt
were of this world, then would my servants fightJohn 18:3p
Jesus invited his flowers to be peacemakers, living peace
with all men, and helping others to see the evailtich ae
taking place in the light of thBrince of Peace. “Blessed ar
the peacemakers: for they shall be called the childbf God.

(Matthew 5:9)“Follow peace with all men, and holingss

without which no man shall see the Lorthébrews 12:14

Did Jesus advocate that his followers should gaad? H
did advocate warfare against our own fleshly weakee ad
to “fight the good fight of faith,”but when Petet...smote tte
servant of the high priest, and cut off his rigar.e. Jesus..
touched his ear, and healed him(Luke 22:49-51)“Then
said Jesus unto him, Put up again thy sword in® gdlace
for all they that take the sword shall perish witle tsword:
(Matthew 26:52) The only sword which the Lord'’s ppake
admonished to use is the sword of the Spirit—thed/\d
God. (Ephesians 6:17}or the weapons of our warfare ar
not carnal, but mighty through God to the pullingwh d

Thus, while those in political positions in thisurdry
enter into saber rattling debates hwit
one another and with their enemies, we
as Christians should resist the temptatio
to join into the fray. Certainly, wehoulc
hate injustice and be out of sympse
with those who oppress the weak
helpless, but to kill the oppressor
would bring vengeance into our ow
hands.“Recompense to no man &vi
for evil... avenge not yourselves,tbu
rather give place unto wrath: fort i
is written, Vengeance is mine; | Wil
repay, saith the Lord. Therefore if thin
enemy hunger, feed him; if he thjrst
give him drink... Be not overcomé o
evil, but overcome evil with godd.
(Romans 12:17-21) The Apostle Paul’
instruction, therefore, was to cong
an enemy with Christian kindness.

Wars Shall Cease Worldwide
Armageddon will not mean the end

of the physical world, but the end of evil and ishifiess na
contaminating this world. (Galatians 1:4) It wilrge to softe
men’s hearts so that they will desire to live imrhany with
righteousness. All one need do is look at the autpg of low
and cooperation which took place in the heartshefword
after the tragedy of 9/11. Selfishness, rivalry gealouy
gave place to compassion, sympathy and brothertg.lo

The shaking process of thiene of troublewill continue
until Messiah’s unshakable kingdom shall assedlfitard
take control of the world’s affairs. The Armagedduetti
will demonstrate to the human mind the fact thathimng
man can do will be able to bring order out of thaas. Tl
Lord assures us of the blessed result of His ieteion o
behalf of the world*l will shake all nations, and the desir
of all nations shall come.Haggai 2:7

By the end of this terrible shaking, mankind’s odbsie
will be to live in peace and harmony with their gigbors
Then the nations will...beat their swords into plowsharges
and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shalt fift up
sword against nation, neither shall they learn wany
more.” (Isaiah 2:4) And the God of Heavén.shall make
war to cease unto the ends of the earfisalm 46:9,10



VALUABLE BIBLE STUDY RESOURCES
Early Christian View IM

of War and Military PSS ST ST T T TSI T T T T T T e
Service To order the item listed, please call or send
your name and address to the address listed bHlow.
applicable, send check or money order (U.S. futals
Associated Bible Students
P.O. Box 44 « Jarrettsville, MD » 21084
Toll Free: 877-596-9791

An historical look at the
Christian’s attitude
toward war since early
Roman times.

—— o = o o e e

Name:
One copy FREE
Additional copies $.50 each Address:
e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o e e e e e e o = = = —
a31s3Nd3d 30IAY3S NdIN13Y
. B10°sjuapnIsa|gigaiownjeq MMM
¢l 8/':: élllck_jég 19U°1SBOWO02[®3|gIqoyeq :jrew3
aivd 39v.1S0d SN T16.6-965-./.8-T :93i4 ||OL
94O LHOYA-NON ¥80T¢ puelAre ‘aj|iAsnaler ‘v Xxogd "O'd
Sjuapnis 9|qig Paleloossy




